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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


13 wiſe and pious man muſt ſee the 
neceſſity of public humiliation while ſuf- 
fering under public calamities; of calling 
upon GOD in the great congregation to con- 
tinue our bleſſings or to avert our diſtreſſes. 
Thoſe minds muſt be blinded by ignorance or 
degraded by impiety, which can ridicule, or 
inſult ſuch rational folemnities. Actos 
War, however it may commence, or ſuc- 
ceed, yet muſt be conſidered as a fore judgment 
of the Almighty: it is attended with a train of 
evils, public and private; but the WAR in 
which we are at preſent engaged, is perfectly 
new in its kind. It is a war with men 
who have no intereſt in peace. It is a waAR 
with men, whoſe dark deſigns are to be pro- 
moted by the diſturbances of furrounding na- 
tions. It is a WAR with men who are ani- 
mated with the wildeſt enthuſiaſm againſt all 
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8 governments, and whoſe great object 
is to debauch the minds of the multitude in 
every country, by repreſenting the reſtraints of 
religion and the exerciſe of civil authority, as 
artful contrivances to keep them in ſlavery. It 
is a WAR With men 45 hive been prodigal of 
their reſources, and threatened as an gver- 
whelming flacd to deſolate all the nations of 
Europe. | | 
Engaged then with ſuch an enemy, expoſed 
to ſuch imminent danger, can we have con- 
ſide nce in our own virtues? Can we rely on the 
arm of fleſh? Are we a nation fearing GOD 
and working righteouſneſs? Can we juſtly ex- 
pet His wiſdom to guide our councils; and 
His power to go forth with our armies ?-If our 
enemies have drunk of the cup of trembling, 
can we ſecurely hope that it will paſs by us*— 
if they are wicked, is that any ground for our 
{ecurity ?—if they have openly blaſphemed and 
mocked the GOD of heaven, do we ſincerely 
honour, and obey . the Lord who bought us? 
Do not vaſt numbers among ourſelves paſs 
their lives without prayer, either public, prt- 
vate, or domeſtic; and are not ſuch without 
GOD in the world? If they deny His over- 
ruling providence, and aſcribe all ſucceſs to 
their own prudence, are we humbly reſigned to 
His diſpoſal in all events ?—If hey have aboliſh- 
ed the Chriſtian ſabbath, and have thought 2 
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change ſimet and ſeaſons, to blot out the rcemem- 
brance of the Great Creator from the earth, do 
we reverence His holy ſabbath, and. rejoice in 
His ſanctuary, neither devoting that day to the 
drudgery of buſineſs, the indulgence of floth, 
or the vanity of amuſements?*—Why are our 
churches ſo thinly attended and almoſt deſerted 
in the afternoon ?— Have our enemies pro- 
claimed death to be an eternal ſleep, and do 
not too many among us live in ſuch ſtupidity, 
indifference, and contempt of things ſerious, as. 
if they really expected no hereafter? for they 
certainly make no preparation for any, Have 


bey ſet up the idol of their imagination, the god- 


deſs of their idolatry; human reaſon without re- 
velation, changeable as the paſſions of men, de- 
graded as the harlot by whom their goddeſs was 
repreſented : but are we ſafe from the infee- 
tion of vain philoſophy which exalts man while 
it forgets GOD; 40 we value and practiſe the 
eternal wiſdom, the only right reaſon, reveal- 
ed in the word of truth? Have they degraded 
marriage as a mere civil contract, depending. 
on paſſion and caprice, as eaſily diſſolved, as 
firſt formed; but do we, who profeſs better 
things, conſider marriage as holy and good, and 
conſcientiouſly fulfil the engagement , of that 
important relation, neither allowing affection 
to ſink into indifference, nor authority. to be 


degraded into tyranny ?—Haye our enemies 
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rejoiced in iniquity and gloried in their injuſ- 
tice, cruelty, rapine, and murder, and do not 
too many among us inculcate the ſame prin- 
ciples, and applaud the ſame practice, al- 
though they have ſeen them attended with ſuch 
miſery and affliction? Did they baſely mur- 
der a mild and merciful king, whom they once 
inſulted with the groſſeſt adulation; and are 
there not miſcreants among ourſelves who 
dare to inſult a king who deſerves every reſpect 
and protection: 

If then our enemies have provoked GOD and 
are ſuffering under His judgments, have we an 
good ground to hope that we ſhall eſcape? He 
is no reſpecter of perſons; but the individuals 
or the nations who have tranſgreſſed, muſt 
ſuffer for their tranſgreſſion. They who have 
planted the deadly plant muſt eat the bitter 
truit. 

We have been warned before: we have 
ſmarted under the ſcourge of war for ſome 

ears: we have before faſted and humbled 
ourſelves, but have we repented and amended ? 
Have we been ſincere in our declarations be- 
fore GOD? Have we turned from the evil of 
our doings, and are we more cautious not to 
offend for the future? If amendment has not 
followed, we only faſt for ſtrife and debate ; 
we mock GOD by honouring Him with our 
lips, while our hearts are far from Him. 
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© Bring no more vain oblations, The calling 
c of aflemblies I cannot away with; it is .ini- 
« quity; even the ſolemn meeting.“ It is 
adding hypocriſy to other crimes already too 
numerous and deſtructive. LUO, 

As nations only exiſt in time, ſo they can 
only be puniſhed or rewarded in time. Indi- 
viduals may look for full retribution beyond 
the grave, but this is not the caſe with nations. 
Thus while righteouſneſs exalteth à nation, 
ſin will be the reproach of any people, even in 
this world. Here they tranſgreſs and here they 
will be puniſhed. | 5 

He who dwelleth on high, who fruſtrateth 
the counſels of men, has abundant means: to 
humble a proud nation, to exhauſt their vaſt 
reſources, and to puniſh their vain confidence 

for, ſhould not the enemy prevail: ſhould their 
fleet vaniſh, and their armies be unable to in- 
vade our coaſts, to ravage our fields, and to ga- 
ther our harveſts: yet the winds and the waves 
may fight againſt us and bring upon us as ſure 
deſtruction. —Numerous armies may never 
meet with a foe, and yet be cut off by the 
peſtilence.— At His command we are viſited with 
the mildew, the blaſt, and the eter pony and 
the earth refuſes to yield her increaſe to the a> 
bour of man. Then, our confidence becomes 
our confuſion, and the riches of the ſtate, in 
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the number of inhabitants, become its ſore 

burden. . 
The conſequence has been diſcontents and 
riotings, violence and bloodſhed ; the wrath 
of man has increaſed the price of proviſions al- 
ready too high, and wantonly deſtroyed ſome 
when they complained of not having enough. 
Does not our land mourn on account of pro- 
fane fwearing, of open perjury, of repeated 
duels, which are deliberate murder, paſſing un- 
iſhed ; of notorious ſedition and ſecret 
treafon ; of the want of ſubordination in all 
ranks of ſocieties? How is the Bible ſhamefully 
neglected, the great privilege of the Proteſtant 
church, while every inſipid poem, every licen- 
ridus novel are read, and particularly every po- 
litical pamphlet, containing the groſſeſt falſe- 
hoods, degraded by the vileſt abuſe, is eagerly 

read and rapidly circulated. 

Me certainly have much to fear from the 
hand of Providence, from the rage of our ad- 
verfaries, from the diſcontents of faction and 
ſedition among ourſelves, but we have more to 
fear from our own perſonal vices, from our 
fins untepented of, from means of amendment 
continually offered and as continually neglect- 
ed, We certainly are in danger, but we need 
not deſpair. © If GOD be for us,“ and by 
ardent prayer, by unfeigned humility and na- 
tional amendment, we may ſecure Him _ 
ide, 


ſide, we need not fear any power of men that 
are againſt us; their violence ſhall becotue 
weakneſs, and their devices of none effect- 
Great part of the benefits of the appointed 
Faſt muſt depend on our previous diſpoſitions; 
thoughts, and reſolutions; if we look upon it on- 
ly as an annual formal ſolemnity, a mere politi- 
cal inſtitution, it will make no laſting impreſ- 
ſion, we ſhall derive no ſalutary benefit from it. 
Therefore, let us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, conſider our ways ; and then prepare ta 
meet our GOD in his appointed ordinance; 
We may ſecure a bleſſing to ourſelves, and a 
lengthening of our tranquiility, if it be not 
our own fault, Yet the temporal advantages 
of peace, ſecurity and protection, are but 
comparatively {mall when contraſted with that 
eternal joy and happineſs which will be- the 
fruit of our well-doing. 
Let us then live in the fear and love of Gon 
as the only way to ſecure his favour either here 
or hereafter. > 
While we condemn the enormities which 
our enemies have committed; their oppref= 
ſions, robberies, inſults, ravages, and maſ« 
ſacres, let us pity their ſufferings and pray 
for their forgiveneſs, that they may yet enjoy 
the bleſſings of peace, and rejoice in the light 
of the Goſpel; that we may yet receive them 
as brethren, not in the falſe name impoſed by 
vs * 1 f k WTIGILIONNLE Poli- 
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political deluſion, but in the real bonds of 
chriſtian charity. 3 

As wiſe and good men, let us reverence 
and ſupport that government under which we 
live, and reſpect thoſe laws which are made 
for the advantage of all, while they are par- 
ticularly directed with juſt ſeverity againſt the 
lawleſs, the diſobedient, the factious, and the 
violent; yet they cannot give a good man 
any uneaſineſs, for he certainly never intends 
to diſobey them. 

Let us not liſten to the voice of diſcontent, 
magnifying the evils of our imperfect condi- 
tion here; and let us particularly be cautioned 
not to enter the cabals of ſedition, leſt we 
ſhould not diſcover the extent of our danger 
until we become too deeply involved in the 
guilt of others. 

If we ſuffer as a nation, through lack of 
bread, let us confider it as an afffiction of 


Providence, and not indulge repining againſt 


man; be not tempted to commit robbery and 
wrong, under a vain 8 of reducin 
the price of proviſion, for theſe means im- 
mediately raiſe the ' neceſfaries of life and 


deſtroy the national ſtock already too ſmall; 
but let us receive this ſcarcity in the meekneſs 
of wiſdom, as a juſt puniſhment for repeated 
mercies unthankfully received, for our lux 
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ury and intemperance. 
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We have ſeen à great and ſplendid ſyſtem 
of ſuperſtition ſo cally — that 
there does not remain one ſtone upon another. 
Hence we learn, that a vaſt revenue and a- 
numerous prieſthood, in vain attempt to ſy 
port a kingdom, or a church, when the 
vital principle is wanting: wherever the dar- 
caſe is, thither will the eagles be gathered tage- 
ther. The axe is laid ta the raot of the tree + 
no vain pretenſions, or outward: ceremonies 
will —_ when we are called on e worſhip 
the Father in ſpirit and in truth, N 

When we obſerve the convulfions of em- 
pires, the deſtructions of monarchies, and 
every ſpecies of property greatly endangered, 
how forcibly are we taught not to love the 
world, not to ſeek our happineſs from the crea· 
ture, or to fix our reſt on this changing 
ſcene! | % 21 

Loet then the enſuing Faſt be diſtinguiſhed 
and bleſſed as the beginning of national refor-. 
mation. Are we ſervants? let us be honeſt, 

diligent, ſober and faithful in our ſtations 
Are we maſters? let us be mild, conſiderate 
and humane to thoſe beneath us—Are we chil- 
dren? let us be obedient, affectionate and. 
reſpe&ful to our parents—Are we parents. 
let us exerciſe authority with mildneſs, nei- 
ther weakened by levity, nor impoſed with 
harſhneſs—Are we engaged in trade 2 let us 
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not make haſte to be rich by means of delu- 
ſive ſpeculations, leſt we ſhould involve our- 
ſelves and others in the deepeſt diſtreſs. 

O nation, highly favoured and greatly be- 
loved, deſpife not theſe warnings of Heaven ; 
reject not the means of thy ſafety! Humble 
thyſelf under Yhe mighty hand of Gor when he 
puniſhes. Beware leſt ye deſpiſe his threaten- 
mgs and increaſe his indignation. ' Can a 
greater calamity befall us than blindneſs of 
heart, by which we either do not fee the 
judgments of Gop, or do not (endeavour to 
Eſcape them? Let us return by ſincere repent- 
ance unto that heavenly Father whom we 
have long forſaken : Let us call upon Him who 
is mighty to fave, with the voice of earneſt 
prayer, and He will ſave us from the rage of 
our enemies, from the dominion of our vices, 
and the conſequences of our fins: He will 
again bleſs us with plenty, and ſecure us in 
peace: and yet his temporal mercies are only 
fo many types and aſſurances of his eternal 
loving-kindneſs; if we are not greatly want-' 
ing to ourſelves, He will deliver us from the 
hands of our ſpiritual enemies, and fave us 
with an everlaſting falvation. Therefore, waſh 
ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of your 
doings. Ceaſe to do evil: learn to do well, Let 
the wicked ferſake his ways and the unrighteous 


man his paths.” 
ow FINIS, 


